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TURKEY: LONELY COUNTRY 

BETWEEN CONTINENTS * 

Hasan Engin Şener 

 

Once again European nations are playing 

the veto card to bully Turkey into 

complying with their demands. But is the 

pressure going to drive Turkey further into 

the arms of America, and is that the 

intention in the first place? 

 

The EU: Quick negative, but delayed 

positive reactions 

Time and time again the European Council 

says that Turkey will become part of the 

EU one day. But statements by some EU 

figures raise question marks over those 

intentions. Take the Cyprus question, 

Enlargement Commissioner Guenter 

Verheugen suggested that the collapse of 

UN-sponsored negotiations would hinder 

Turkey's EU membership. Similarly 

Belgian Foreign Minister Louis Michel 

stated bluntly that if Turkey enters 

Northern Iraq, it should forget EU 

membership. French President Chirac 

threatened Turkey by suggesting that 

supporting the US would damage Turkey's 

accession chances. These countries 
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(Germany, Belgium and France) were also 

behind the rejection of Turkey's attempt to 

get NATO support for self defence. in the 

event of war last month. The telling point 

seems to be that the reaction came before 

the initial action in every case. 

 

After each rapid setback for Turkey, the 

EU slowly comes round and supports 

Turkey's case for accession. After Turkey's 

first rejection of coalition troops on 

Turkish territory and Turkish troops 

abroad, Stephan Richter argued in the 

Globalist (04.03.2004) that "the Turks now 

have a trump card to play in order to gain 

France's support for Turkish membership 

in the EU," but there was silence from 

France and Germany. Surprisingly, no one 

in the EU (particularly France and 

Germany) offered support for Turkey's 

position. Although, as Richter 

continued, "There is no other issue of 

similar magnitude with which the Turks 

could prove definitively to Germany and 

France that they truly are a European 

nation." 

 

It seems that the EU is still confused about 

Turkey, because despite the fact that 

Turkey followed a course supporting the 

Franco-German position and seriously 
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annoyed its American allies, Europe did 

nothing to support them. 

 

It also seems to an observer that there are 

unwritten political criteria, in addition to 

the Copenhagen criteria, that Turkey needs 

to fulfill in order to reach the point so often 

trumpeted in Europe that "Turkey is 

destined to join the EU".  

 

The US: All or nothing 

The US is another problem for Turkish 

foreign policy. Unlike the EU, the US 

seems determined to maintain its Turkish 

alliance in spite of the initial rejection. But 

it still affects Turkey in two respects: It has 

no intention of allowing Turkey to impose 

itself in Northern Iraq, but it anticipates an 

economic crisis and is preparing to give a 

great deal of support. The Turkish 

Parliament's second decision is limited 

when compared to the first, because it 

includes merely permission for the US air 

force to use Turkish air space, but not use 

of air and land bases. In response America 

refuses to fund Turkish war losses. "All or 

nothing" is their condition. Today the US 

is offering $1 billion in economic grants, 

or $8.5 billion in loans. Previously it 

planned to provide $6 billion in direct aid 

and up to $24 billion in loans. 

It is common knowledge that there is 

conflict among MPs of the ruling AK 

Party. The AKP has followed controversial 

policies against US politicians, delayed the 

war and made its prosecution more 

difficult. Now we understand that the main 

reason for these controversial 

policies was not pacifism but lack of 

economic grants. Yasar Yakis, Former 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, affirms that 

the AKP government didn't believe 

America had a plan B, so they asked for 

more. But he confesses that they made a 

mistake.  

 

Whatever the reality behind the debates for 

Turkey the threats come from not only the 

US and the EU, but also from Iraq and 

particularly Northern Iraq. 

 

The EU and Turkey: Is there really a 

conflict of interests?  

In my opinion, there is a question mark 

hanging over whether there really is a 

conflict of interests between the EU and 

Turkey. To some extent, Turkey and the 

Franco-German alliance followed anti-war 

policies. Neither chose to say "yes" or "all" 

to the US. 

 

Both parties are concerned about the 
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territorial integrity of Iraq. The EU 

opposes Turkish involvement in the 

Northern Iraq but believes that Turkey will 

invade. It is clear that there is no real 

Turkish intention to invade Northern Iraq, 

because Turkish official foreign policy is 

based on the protection of the territorial 

integrity of Iraq. Turkey's permanent 

representative to NATO, Ahmet Uzumcu, 

confirms that Turkish military forces have 

no intention of launching 

military action, apart from for the 

prevention of humanitarian catastrophe and 

for humanitarian purposes.   

 

Closer co-operation between Turkey and 

the EU would be beneficial if the EU is 

ready to support Turkey. With the "all or 

nothing" policy of the US, it is not possible 

for Turkey to follow its own "individual" 

path, and EU support would lessen 

Turkey's need to comply to the US 

demands.  

So what happens next? 

The EU, the US and Kurdish groups in 

Northern Iraq are against Turkish 

involvement in Northern Iraq. The EU and 

Iraqi Government are against Turkish 

support for the USA. 

  

So what? Every agent concerned criticizes 

Turkey but nobody supports her. The 

consequence of this can only make Turkey 

lonelier and closer to the US. 

 

 
 


